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Abstract

Violence against women or gender-based violence is a serious problem which is found
in many countries in the world. It is both a cause and a consequence of gender
inequality and discrimination. Domestic violence (DV)/ intimate partner violence is one
of the major aspects of violence against women and it is related hierarchy of the family
and social structure. In this study, we examine the situation of DV victim and their
support in Taiwan and Malaysia, which are the leading areas of DV victim support in
Asia, and develop some perspective implications for Japan’s institutional reforms.

The Sexual Violence Act, the Family Violence Prevention Act and the Sexual
Harassment Act were enacted in Taiwan in 1997, 1998 and 2005 respectively. Taiwan
might be one of the most active areas addressing violence against women in Asia. A
single law, the Family Violence Prevention Act, covers child abuse, intimate partner
violence and abuse of the elderly. Among three categories of abuse, intimate partner
violence (DV) has the largest number of reported cases to the center. Taiwan has
developed comprehensive measures which includes DV centers, police, civil protection
orders by courts, shelters, housing, job-training and offender correction. A special point
about these measures is the institutionalization of a variety of protection orders. There
are various types of civil protection orders: normal, temporary and urgent protection
orders which are related to 13 different matters — 1) prohibition of further violence 2)
harassment 3) direct contact 4) stalking 5) contact by phone and communication by
other methods 6) expulsion offenders 7) the continued use of the necessities needed for
ordinary life such as automobile or building 8) arrangements for the burden of child
care costs 9) visitation rights 10) medical expenses of victims 11) shelter admission costs
12) attorney agency costs and 13) participation in a perpetrator rehabilitation program.
In addition, both domestic violence and protection order violation are crimes. Both are
positioned as powerful criminal interventions for achieving the severe punishment for
DV.

Although the experience rate of female DV in Taiwan may be almost the same, or
little lower than in Japan, the number of reported cases to the center per population is
triple the number reported in Japan. After the center and police respond to the report,
the case is handed over to NGO shelter. Several major NGOs are entrusted by the
government to provide support. NGO social workers provide long time support such as
psychological care, accommodation, legal support and job training.

Since 1994, Malaysia has had the DV Act which is the first DV specified law in Asia.



In the DV Act, there are two types of protection orders: Interim protection order and
Protection order. The DV Act applies to all people in Malaysia including Muslims.
However, addressing whether the DV incident is a core part of a criminal proceedings or
whether a policeman has started an investigation as key to the operation of the
Malaysia DV Prevention Law remains a big challenge.

In Malaysia, DV victim support is not sufficiently provided by public organizations.
Instead, the burden has been passed to various private ogranizations to handle a wide
range of important services including counseling, telephone hotlines, shelters,
accompanying the victim to the police and court, legal support and childcare although
these organizations only cover some areas in the country. Private organizations in
Malaysia are able to sustain their activities through the donations. Regarding the rate
of DV, there is not enough research data in Malaysia. And the government is not
proactive about releasing the information. Private organizations are releasing police
statistics on their website.

In both areas, feminism and social work disciplines and social workers are embedded
in victim support. From victim support in both areas, it is clear that comprehensive and
continuous services are needed. In addition, NGO shelters are actively engaging not
only in victim support but also in public campaigns. NGOs give feedback to policy
making based on the experience of their casework. In Taiwan, the government secures
financial resources by legislation setting a mandatory fund. Also, the role of public
institutions and measures are clearly defined in Taiwan. All these thing are lacking in

DV measures in Japan.
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ZORER, 1994 FITE I EE LT, DV{E (Domestic Violence Act 1994) 23l E S 41,
1996 4F 3 AICHEfT S iz, T D%, 2012 F0OIE (2013 FFITHifT) /& T, BTV
2 TWD,

Y L= T TR 2O KD REOIROLMEFURIC & 2 Rl F v o ~— 2 DB S DV
EOFIEIZWZDETIZ, 9FBDORWVWAREZET L2 LICRoTz, LinL, ZDROKY
BV v =3 FERIIZT T WO DV BT D EBEICEE oW, £, DV A
OflE E &bz, BEELME (Married Women Act 1957) OE S [RIFFIZ /22 S, KET-
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Learning from women's experiences,
WAO makes recommendations to the government

to better protect and promote _
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Work with us to end

violence and discrimination
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WWW.Wa0.0rg.my
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Twitter @womensaidorg
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